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Contact: Jim Feuer
SPEAK TO ME -- Four years of foreign language study in secondary school
coupled with at least two years of further study in college would help make
the United states more competitive in foreign markets, according to a
languages instructor at the University of Dayton. "Speaking other
languages and understanding other cultures is a key element in maintaining
our leadership role in the world community, but relying solely on
instruction in college to achieve useful foreign language proficiency will
not work for most students," says Elke Hatch. The American Council of
Education reports that only five percent of college graduates have
meaningful proficiency in a second language.
Contact Elke Hatch at (513) 229-2449.
COUNT ME IN -- Student interest in volunteerism is on the rise at the
University of Dayton. In past years, about 600-700 students have been
involved in service clubs, but so far this year, with only about 3/4 of
service club rosters compiled, 665 students have signed up, says Nick
Cardilino, coordinator of central service clubs. "Part of the increased
involvement in volunteer activities is a reflection of UD's tradition of
service, but it also may have something to do with the national attention
given to such issues as homelessness," says Cardilino. "It seems to me
that students care more about the society they live in." The most popular
club, with more than 150 student members, is Habitat for Humanity.
Contact Nick Cardilino at (513) 229-2524.
RECESSION'S SILVER LINING -- The bleak job market is a boon for the
nation's graduate schools, including the University of Dayton's.
Applications to UD graduate programs are up 2.5 percent compared to last
year. So why were applications also up during the go-go 1980s? "Quality
graduate programs can attract people even when the economy is strong,"
explains the Rev. James L. Heft, UD provost. "I think more and more people
are realizing that there is going to be a great need for professors in the
traditional disciplines in the coming years and go ahead and get their
graduate degrees."
Contact the Rev. James L. Heft at (513) 229-2245.
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